
PREPARING FOR AND ATTENDING THE COURT HEARING FOR
EMANCIPATION OF A MINOR

Before the Court Hearing 

Prepare the “ORDER FOR EMANCIPATION OF A MINOR”: 
· Write in the name of the Minor asking to be emancipated and the case number and leave the rest blank.
· Make and bring the original and 1 copy of the “Order” to the hearing.

If you need a court interpreter, call court administration at least 10 days before the hearing.

The Court utilizes a digital audio recording system to preserve the official record of proceedings.   If a party wants a court reporter to record a proceeding in this Court, a written request must be filed with the Clerk of the Court and a copy provided to Court Administration at least 72 hours before the commencement of the proceeding.  There will be a fee for this service.

AT THE HEARING
1. Arrive at least 15 minutes before your scheduled hearing time.  Check in with receptionist and wait to be called and seated in the courtroom.
2. If you are late, your hearing may be rescheduled to a different day.
3. Expect to be in the courthouse up to several hours; plan your childcare needs accordingly.  Bringing children to court is not encouraged.
4. Turn your cell phone off before entering the courtroom.  
5. Do not bring food or drinks or chewing gum into the courtroom.
6. Dress appropriately.   
7. Be prepared to answer the judge's questions.   
8. Be prepared to testify at the court hearing about why you think emancipation is needed.  You may also bring witnesses to testify in support of your request as well as any documents that are not already in the court file.  

IMPORTANT!  

· After the hearing, you must take the original signed order to the clerk of the court before leaving the building!  If you leave without going to the clerk, there will be no record of the order for emancipation. 
· Do not leave the court building before going to the clerk with your documents. 
· The clerk will issue documents for you to take with you.

Court staff can answer certain limited questions about court procedures.  If you still have questions or need legal advice, you will need to consult a lawyer. You can find lawyers in the yellow pages or online telephone directory listings under “attorneys.”
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